MICHAEL NELSON

578 Center Drive Politics and Law Department
Phone: 901.283.7357 Rhodes College
Email: mnelson@rhodes.edu Memphis, Tennessee 38112

Current Positions

Fulmer Professor of Political Science, Rhodes College, 2005-present;
Professor, 1991-2005

Senior Fellow, Miller Center, University of Virginia, 2007-present

Senior Editor, American Presidential Elections series, University Press of Kansas,
2001-present; and Landmark Presidential Decisions series, University
Press of Kansas

Previous Positions

Associate Professor of Political Science, Vanderbilt University, 1984-91; Assistant
Professor, 1979-84; visiting professor, 2008-09

Compton Visiting Professor of Politics, University of Virginia, 2010

Political Analyst, WMC-TV, Memphis, 1992-2006 and 2018-22; and WSMV,
Nashville, 1987-90

Contributing Editor and Columnist, Daily Memphian, 2018-20

Senior Contributing Editor and Book Editor of the Cook Political Report, 2015-16

Editor, The Washington Monthly, 1977; Contributing Editor, 1978-80

Education

Ph.D. (1978) and M.A. (1974) in Political Science, Johns Hopkins University
B.A. (1971), College of William and Mary

Personal

Born June 11, 1949 in New Milford, N.J.; married to Linda Ezell Nelson; two grown
children, Michael and Samuel

Awards and Honors

Richard E. Neustadt Award for Outstanding Book on the Presidency and Executive
Politics published in previous year for Resilient America: Electing Nixon in 1968,
Channeling Dissent, and Dividing Government, 2015. Awarded by the American
Political Science Association.

V.0. Key Award for Outstanding Book on Southern Politics Published in Previous Year
for How the South Joined the Gambling Nation: The Politics of State Policy






Books, Articles, Chapters, and Essays, by Topic
The American Presidency

“Fortas’s Nominations: One Era Ends, Another Begins,” Journal of Supreme Court
History, Vol. 48, No. 2 (July 2023), pp. 239-257.

Vaulting Ambition: FDR’s Campaign to Pack the Supreme Court and Tame the
Executive Branch (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2023).

43: Inside the Presidency of George W. Bush, coeditor with Barbara A. Perry and Russell
L. Riley (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2022). Author of Chapter 1,
“George W. Bush’s Elections: 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2008,” pp. 34-60; and
Chapter 3, “Day of Fire: An Oral History Perspective on 9/11,” pp. 84-106

“Day of Fire: An Oral History Perspective on the Bush White House on 9/11,” Congress
and the Presidency, Fall 2021

The Presidency: Facing Constitutional Crossroads, coeditor with Barbara A. Perry
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2021). Author of “Presidential
Crossroads,” pp. 1-6; and “Crossroads of the (C)onstitutional Presidency: How
Ten Extraconstitutional Landmarks Shaped the Office,” pp. 28-48. Abridged
version in “The ‘Small-Constitutional Presidency’: Changing the Unwritten Rules
of Presidential Leadership, in Miller Center, Toward a More Responsible and
Effective Presidency (Charlottesville: Miller Center, 2023), pp. 40-41.

The Presidency and the Political System, 12th ed., editor (Washington: Congressional
Quarterly Press, 2021; 1st ed., 1984; 2nd ed., 1988; 3rd ed., 1991, 4th ed., 1995;
5th ed., 1998; 6th ed., 2000; 7th ed., 2003; 8th ed., 2006; 9th ed., 2010; 10th ed.,
2014; 11th ed., 2018). Author of ““The Firing, Retiring, and Expiring of
Presidents’: Impeachment, Disability, Resignation, Death, and the American
Presidency from the Constitutional Convention and Donald Trump,” pp. 663-694;
“The Psychological Presidency,” pp.199-225; and, in previous editions,
“Evaluating the Presidency” (1st through 8th eds.) and, with Thomas Tillman,
“The Presidency, The Bureaucracy, and Foreign Policy: Lessons from Cambodia”
(1sted.). “The Psychological Presidency” reprinted in F. R. Harris, ed., Readings
on the Body Politic (Glenview, Ill.: Scott, Foresman and Co., 1987), pp. 378-84.

Debating the Presidency: Conflicting Perspectives on the American Executive, 5th ed.,
coeditor with Richard J. Ellis (Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2021;
4th ed., 2018; 3rd ed., 2015; 2nd ed., 2010; 1st. ed., 2006). Author of “Pro:
National Primary,” pp. 38-44, and of short essays introducing seven chapters.

The American Presidency: Origins and Development, 1776-2014, 9th ed., with Sidney
M. Milkis (Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2023; 1st ed., 1990;
2nd ed., 1994; 3rd ed., 1999; 4th ed., 2003; 5th ed., 2008; 6th ed., 2011; 7th ed.,















presented at the Hofstra University Conference on the Ford Presidency, 1989.

Historic Documents on the Presidency, 1776-1989, editor. (Washington: Congressional
Quarterly Press, 1989). Author of seventy-four short essays introducing the
documents.

“Is There a Postmodern Presidency?: A Review Essay,” Congress and the Presidency,

Vol. 16, No. 2 (Autumn 1989), pp. 155-62. Originally presented at the annual
meeting of the American Political Science Association, 1989.

A Heartbeat Away (Washington: Brookings Institution, 1988)

“The President and the Court: Reinterpreting the Court-Packing Episode of 1937,”
Political Science Quarterly



Rethinking the Presidency (Boston: Little, Brown, 1982), pp. 75-86; in Robert
DiClerico, ed., Analyzing the Presidency (Guilford, Conn.: Dushkin Publishing
Group, 1985), pp. 34-44, and 2nd ed. (1990), pp. 36-42; and in William David
Pederson, ed., The “Barberian’ Presidency: Theoretical and Empirical Readings
(New York: Peter Lang, 1989), pp. 93-110.

“Leaders Who Follow and Leaders Worth Following,” Washington Monthly, VVol. 11, No.
1 (March 1979), pp. 52-55. Review essay of James MacGregor Burns,
Leadership.

Presidential Selection

The Elections of 2020, editor (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press,
2021). Author of Chapter 1, “The Setting: Who Can Be President?”

Clinton’s Elections: 1992, 1996, and the Birth of a New Era of Governance (Lawrence:
University Press of Kansas, 2020).

“The 2016 Election in Print: Clinton Defeats Trump—Not!” (review essay of fourteen
books on the election), Claremont Review of Books (CRB Digital), April 10,
2018: https://www.claremont.org/crb/basicpage/the-2016-election-in-print/

Resilient America: Electing Nixon in 1968, Channeling Dissent, and Dividing
Government, revised and expanded edition (Lawrence: University Press of
Kansas, 2017); original edition, 2014.

The Elections of 2016, editor (Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2017).
Author of Chapter 1, “Broadening the Presidential Talent Pool: For
Better and Worse.”

“Thwarted Realignment: George W. Bush, the Republican Party, and the Elections of
2008-2008,” in Meena Bose, ed., The George W. Bush Presidency: The
Constitution, Politics, and Policymaking (New York: Nova Science publishers,
2016), pp. 73-86

“Clinton’s Elections: Redividing Government in the 1990s,” Presidential Studies
Quarterly, Vol. 46, No. 2 (June 2016), pp. 457-472. Originally presented at the
Symposium on the Clinton Presidency, William J. Clinton Presidential Library,
November 2014.

“The Elections of 2004 website, Center for Presidential History, Southern Methodist
University, http://cphcmp.smu.edu/2004election/ (posted November 2014)

“The Thrill is Gone” (review of recent books on the 2012 election), in Claremont Review
of Books, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Fall 2013), pp. 8-14
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The Elections of 2012, editor (Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2014).
Author of Chapter 1, “2013 and Beyond: Barack Obama and the Perils of Second-
Term Presidents,” pp. 1-20

The Elections of 2008, editor (Washington, D.C: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2010).
Author of Chapter 1, “The Setting: Diversifying the Presidential Talent Pool,”
pp. 1-21

“A Historic Political Street Fight” (review of HBO movie Recount), Chronicle of Higher
Education, Chronicle Review section (May 30, 2008), p. B20. Reprinted in
History News Network (http://hnn.us/roundup/comments/50691.html)

The Elections of 2004, editor (Washington, D.C: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2005).
Author of Chapter 1, “The Setting: George W. Bush, Majority President,” pp. 1-
17.

The Elections of 2000, editor. (Washington, D.C: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2001).
Author of Chapter 3, “The Election: Ordinary Politics, Extraordinary Outcome,”
pp. 55-91 and Chapter 9, “The Post-election Election: Politics by Other Means,”
pp. 211-224.

The Elections of 1996, editor (Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 1997).
Author of Chapter 1, “1997 and Beyond: The Perils of Second-Term Presidents,”
pp. 1-13, and Chapter 3, “The Election: Turbulence and Tranquility in
Contemporary American Politics,” pp. 44-80.

The Elections of 1992, editor. (Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 1993).
Author of Chapter 6, “The Presidency: Clinton and the Cycle of Politics and
Policy,” pp. 125-52, Chapter 8, “Conclusion: Some Things Old, Some Things
New,” pp. 183-92.

Historic Documents on Presidential Elections 1787-1988, editor (Washington:
Congressional Quarterly, 1992). Author of seventy short essays introducing the
documents.

The Elections of 1988, editor (Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 1989). Author
of Chapter 8, “Constitutional Aspects of the Elections,” pp. 181-210. Chapter 8
reprinted in Peter Woll and Robert H. Binstock, America’s Political System, 5th
ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1991), pp. 205-209.

“Choosing the Vice President,” PS: Political Science and Politics, Vol. 21, No. 4 (Fall
1988), pp. 858-68. Abridged in Wilson Quarterly, VVol. 13, No. 2 (Spring 1989).
p. 10. Reprinted in Readings in American Government, 89/90 (Guilford, Conn.:
Dushkin Publishing Group, 1989), pp. 195-200; and in Robert DiClerico, ed.,
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Analyzing the Presidency, 2nd ed. (Guilford, Conn.: Dushkin Publishing Group,
1990), pp. 188-95.

Presidential Selection, coeditor with Alexander Heard (Durham, N.C.: Duke University
Press, 1987). Author of Chapter 6, “Who Vies for President?” pp. 120-54, 377-81
and, with Heard, Chapter 1, “Change and Stability in Choosing Presidents,” pp. 1-
14. Chapter 6 originally presented at the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Conference
on the Presidential Selection Process, 1983.

“The Case for the Current Presidential Nominating Process,” in George Grassmuck, ed.,
Before Nomination: Our Primary Problems (Washington: American Enterprise
Institute, 1985), pp. 24-34. Reprinted in Peter Woll, ed., American Government:
Readings and Cases, 9th ed. (Boston: Little, Brown, 1987), pp. 324-33; 10th ed.
(1990), pp. 370-79; 11th ed. (1993), and 12th ed. (1996), pp. 282-90; in Woll,
Debating American Government, 2nd ed. (Boston: Scott, Foresman/Little, Brown,
1988), pp. 202-11; and in Thomas Modl, ed., America’s Elections (St. Paul,
Minn.: Greenhaven Press, 1988), pp. 141-48. Originally presented at the Gerald
R. Ford Presidential Library Conference on the Presidential Nominating Process,
1985.

The Elections of 1984, editor (Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 1985).
Author of Chapter 5, “Foreign Policy: Dominance and Decisiveness in
Presidential Elections,” with Stephen Hess, pp. 129-54, and Chapter 7, “The
Presidency: Reagan and the Cycle of Politics and Policy,” with Erwin C.






13

“Diary of a Political Scientist I, Spring 2006: Baseball, Blackjack, and Bill Clinton,” PS:
Political Science and Politics
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“OI’ Blue Eyes, In Focus: Cultural Studies Meets Sinatra,” Chronicle of Higher
Education, Chronicle Review section (January 23, 2009), pp. B13-16

“John Adames, in Brilliant Colors” (review of HBO series John Adams), Chronicle of
Higher Education, Chronicle Review section (March 21, 2008), pp. B17-18.
Reprinted in History News Network
(http://hnn.us/roundup/archives/58/2008/3/#48637

“Giving the Left Somewhere to Go” (review of documentary An Unreasonable Man),
Chronicle of Higher Education, Chronicle Review section (January 26, 2007),
p. B16.

“College-Sports Book Go Varsity” and “The Ten Best College-Sports Books Ever,”
Chronicle of Higher Education, Chronicle Review section
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“The Difficult Life of the Middle Manager,” Harvard Business Review, Vol. 59, No. 5
(September-October 1981), pp. 30-31. Review essay of Earl Shorris, The
Oppressed Middle.

“Charles Dickens in America,” William and Mary, Vol. 47, No. 1 (July-August 1979),
pp. 2-8. Atrticles on particular aspects of Dickens’s American travels on the op-ed
pages of the Baltimore Sun (October 4, 1977), the Philadelphia Inquirer (October
19, 1977), and the New York Times (December 25, 1985).

Public Policy
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Governing Gambling: Politics and Policy in State, Tribe, and Nation, with John Mason
(Washington: Century Foundation/Brookings Institution, 2001)

“The Lottery Gamble” and “Online Gambling,” The American Prospect, VVol. 12, No. 10
(June 4, 2001), pp. 19-21. Reprinted in James D. Torr, ed., Gambling: Opposing
Viewpoints (San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2002), pp. 31-36.

“Morality, Politics, and Gambling,”
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the System, pp. 315-25; in Readings in American Government, 80/81, pp. 99-102;
and Hubert M. Levine, ed., Point-Counterpoint, 3rd ed. (New York: St. Martin’s
Press, 1989), pp. 227-35.

Southern Politics

“Tennessee: From Bluish to Reddish to Red,” in Charles S. Bullock 111 and Mark J.
Rozell, eds., The New Politics of the Old South, 7th. ed. (Lanham, Md.: Rowman
and Littlefield, 2022), pp. 245-270; also in 6th ed. (2018), 5th ed. (2014), 181-
206; 4th ed. (2010), pp. 181-206; and in 3rd. ed. (2007), pp. 187-212.

“(Almost) All in the Family: A Research Note on the 2006 Ford-Corker Senate
Elections” Tennessee Historical Quarterly, VVol. 56, No. 2 Summer 2017), pp.
182-195. Updated version of “Tennessee Senate: (Almost) All in the Family,” in
Larry S. Sabato, ed.,
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“Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush, and GOPtimism,” Chronicle of Higher Education,
Chronicle Review section (March 17, 2006), B13-15

“Why Americans Hate Politics and Politicians,” in Mel G. Grin2span, ed., Our
Dysfunctional Federal Government: What Can We Do About It? (Memphis,
Tenn.: Rhodes College, 1994), pp. 1-24. Revised versions printed in Virginia
Quarterly Review, Vol. 70, No. 4 (Autumn 1994), pp. 636-53; in Vital Speeches
of the Day, Vol. 60, No. 22 (September 1, 1994), pp. 693-98; in PS: Political
Science and Politics, VVol. 28, No. 1 (March 1995), pp. 72-77; in David T. Canon,
Anne Khademian, and Kenneth B. Mayer, eds., The Enduring Debate: Classic
and Contemporary Readings in American Politics (New York: W.W. Norton,
1997), pp. 291-96; 2nd edition (2000), pp. 272-77; and in Theodore J. Lowi, et al.,
eds., Readings for American Government, 5th ed. (New York: W.W. Norton,
1998), pp. 223-27. Originally presented as the M. L. Seidman Town Hall
Lecture, Rhodes College, 1994.

“Why the Press Exalts Presidential Power,” Media Studies Journal, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Spring
1994), pp. 155-62. Reprinted in Current, No. 366 (October 1994), pp. 21-23.

“Pay Attention to Turnout,” in Thomas Mann, ed., “Is This Any Way to Pick a
President?” Brookings Review, Vol. 7, No. 2 (Spring 1989), pp. 31-32

“The Washington Community, 1800-1828 Revisited,” Virginia Quarterly Review, Vol.
61, No. 2 (Spring 1985), pp. 189-210. Reprinted in Washington Book Review,
Vol. 1, No. 1 (January 1986), pp. 2-6.

“Evaluative Journalism: A New Synthesis,” Virginia Quarterly Review, Vol. 58, No. 3
(Summer 1982), pp. 45-67. Reprinted in Dialogue, No. 62 (Fall 1983), pp. 65-69.
Originally presented at the annual meeting of the Association of Public Policy and
Management, 1981.

“The New Libertarians: Stripping Government of Its Powers,” Saturday Review, Vol. 7,
No. 5 (March 1, 1980), pp. 21-24

“Power to the People: The Crusade for Direct Democracy,” Saturday Review, Vol. 6, No.
23 (November 24, 1979), pp. 12-17. Reprinted in Current, No. 219 (January
1980), pp. 22-30; in James Burkhart, Samuel Krislov, and Raymond L. Lee, eds.,
The Clash of Issues, 7th ed. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1981), pp. 23-
28; 8th ed. (1983), pp. 79-
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Religion

“Introduction: Lincoln’s Religion” in William E. Barton The Soul of Abraham Lincoln
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2005), pp. xv-xlvii

“In Defense of Narnia,” Chronicle of Higher Education, Chronicle Review section
(December 2, 2005), pp. B14-15.

“Fighting for Lincoln’s Soul,” Virginia Quarterly Review, Vol. 79, No. 4 (Autumn 2003),
pp. 607-23

“*One Mythology among Many’: The Spiritual Odyssey of C. S. Lewis,” Virginia
Quarterly Review, Vol. 72, No. 3 (Autumn 1996), pp. 619-33

“C. S. Lewis and His Critics,” Virginia Quarterly Review, Vol. 64, No. 1 (Winter 1988).
Abridged in Wilson Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 3 (Summer 1988), pp. 27-28. Excerpt
reprinted on the New York Times op-ed page as “C. S. Lewis: Gone, But Hardly
Forgotten” (November 22, 1988).

“Reclaiming Jonathan Edwards,” New Oxford Review, Vol. 15, No. 8 (October 1988), pp.
9-12

Complete list of publications available on request
Book Series Editor
“Landmark Presidential Decisions,” University Press of Kansas. Founder and editor.

“American Presidential Elections,” University Press of Kansas. Founder, senior editor.
More than twenty books published.

“Interpreting American Politics,” Johns Hopkins University Press. Founder, editor.
Eighteen books published.

Campus



Organizer, Rhodes Sesquicentennial Conference on Teaching the Humanities, 1998
Chair, Appeals Committee, 1995, 2010-present; member, 1992-95, 2003-06, 2009-
12
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Coordinating producer and host, “Informed Sources,” WKNO-TV, Memphis, Tenn.,
1993-94

Docent, National Civil Rights Museum, 1993-95

Guest speaker, numerous civic organizations

Morning prayer officiant, Calvary Episcopal Church, 1994-96; vestry member, various
years; chair, Rector search committee, 2011-2012
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